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WHY WASHINGTON GIRLS NEED  
A COMPREHENSIVE SEXUAL 

HEALTH EDUCATION BILL 
 

The Justice for Girls Coalition of WA State  
Supports HB 2184/SB 5395 

 
 

Washington state is failing to meet its Healthy People 2020 objectives. 
By requiring comprehensive sexual health education through HB 2184/SB 5395,  

Washington state can ensure schools consistently play a role in improving health, safety   
and economic opportunity for WA state girls. 

 
COMPREHENSIVE SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION IS ONE OF THE BEST  

ANTIDOTES FOR ADDRESSING GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE. 
 
Right now, 80% of Washington women who have experienced sexual assault were attacked before 
they turned 18 years old, while almost 18% of 10th graders in this state reported that they had 
been made to engage in unwanted kissing, sexual touch or intercourse. Education about sex, 
consent and healthy relationships can protect girls from violence, allowing girls to be 
knowledgeable and proactive when making decisions about their bodies, including  
understanding bodily autonomy as an important part of abuse prevention.  
 
WHY FOCUS ON GIRLS? 
 
Not only are girls more at risk for sexually based violence, they 
are the ones who bear the burden of unintended pregnancies.  
Teenage mothers are less likely to finish high school and are  
more likely than their peers to live in poverty, depend on public  
assistance, and be in poor health. Their children are more likely  
to suffer health and cognitive disadvantages, come in contact  
with the child welfare and correctional systems, live in poverty,  
drop out of high school and become teen parents themselves.  
 
WASHINGTON STATE MUST ENSURE ALL 
GIRLS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS GET THE SKILLS  
AND INFORMATION THEY NEED TO THRIVE.  

For more 
information, visit 
jfgcoalition.org/ 
public-policy 
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